
“Adoption of Evidence-Based Clinical Innovations: The Case of 
Buprenorphine Use by Opioid Treatment Programs”

ü This research suggests opioid treatment programs have increased their use of 
buprenorphine.

ü Many factors can impact how organizations adopt evidence-based practices.
ü It is important to understand how different factors impact implementation, 

from the individual-level to more wide-scale-levels.
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Research Questions & Methods
• From 2005 to 2011, have opioid treatment programs’ use of buprenorphine changed?
• How are the sociotechnical, organizational- managerial, market, and state regulation models 

associated with adoption of buprenorphine?
• Uses data from two nationally representative surveys of opioid treatment programs

•Additional physician requirements 
associated with more buprenorphine 
adoption for maintenance therapy

•States that subsidized buprenorphine 
associated with more use

State regulation model: 
some support

•Higher percentage of substance abuse 
programs offering methadone in county, 
larger counties, higher percentage injection 
drug users, and higher percentage treatment 
admissions for heroin use associated with 
decreased buprenorphine adoption

Market model: support 
for all variables

•Higher percentages of clients with private insurance 
associated with increased buprenorphine adoption

Organizational-
managerial 

model: some 
support

Sociotechnical
model: no 

support

Findings


